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tT.  @®) SUMMARY - A COSTA RICAN FAMILY, WHICH ARRIVED IN 
NORWAY AUGUST 19, HAS OSTENTATIOQUSLY TOLD THE PRESS THAT 
THEY WILL SEEK POLITICAL ASYLUM, THE FIRST SUCH REQUEST 
NORWAY HAS HAD FROM COSTA RICAN NATIONALS. 


4 WOULD APPRECIAIE ANY 
LIGHT EMBASSY SAN JOSE “MIGHT SHED ON CASE. END SUMMARY. 


2. (C) AS NOTED IN THE PRESS STORY BELOW. THE APPLICANT 
HAS SAID HIS POLITICAL ASYLUM PETITION WILL SE BASED ON 
THE DANGER HE FACES BECAUSE OF HIS KNOWLEDGE OF CIA 
ACTIVITIES IN COSTA RICA AND NICARAGUA. THE APPLICANT HAS 
NOT REVEALED HIS NAME, AND NEITHER THE LOCAL COSTA RICAN 
HONORARY CONSUL NOR MFA HAVE YET LEARNED HIS IDENTITY. 
THE APPLICANT HAS NOT YET FILED HIS ASYLUM REQUEST WITH_ 
THE JUSTICE. MINISTRY 487 HAS THREE MONTHS TO so. 
\ THE .APPLICANTE 2 

4AS MADE A MAJOR PLAY2FOR PUBLICIiY IN NORWAY. “= 
ARRIVING IN THE COMPANY OF AN AMERICAN JOURNALIST, WITH: 
JRWEGIAN JOURNALISTS ALERTED IN ADVANCE ABOUT-HISs« 








SIT LOCKL LEFTIST CRITICS OF BOTH THE NORWEGIAN GOVERN- 
NT AND U.S. POLICY IN CENTRAL: AMERICA AND BECAUSE THE 
IY HAS HET THE PRESS AT-A-TIME WHEN NORWAY IS ABOUT TO 
TN A NEW EMBASSY IN COSTA RICA. ik 





(U) THE FOLLOWING STORY WHICH APPEARED IN “AFTENPOSTEN™ 
AUGUST Z* GIVES A REPRESENTATIVE SUMMARY OF WHAT IS 
WN ABOUT THE CASE: 


N TEXT 


YEAR QLD COST& RICAN NATIONAL ARRIVED IN OSLO MONDAY 
WER WIT HIS WIFE AND THREE CHILOREN, AGES THREE TC 
IN Tr NEQS FUTURE HE WILL ASK FOR POLITICAL 

‘4 HERE. IF HIS APPLICATION IS APPROVED, HE WILL BE 
‘RST COSTA RICAN TO GET POLITICAL ASYLUM IN NORWAY. 
EMPT IS REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN MADE ON THE COSTA 
S LIFE AFTER HE CAME ACROSS SENSITIVE INFORMATION 
TERTAIN MCTIVITIES BY THE C1A AND COSTA RICAN 
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AUTHORITIES iN HIS COUNTRY. 


FOR THE MOMENT, THE FAMILY IS STAYING WITH SOMEBODY 
PRIVATELY SOMEWHERE IN THE CENTRAL AREA OF SOUTH-EASTERN 
NORWAY. LETOULY DIGERNES, THE ATTORNEY REPRESENTING THE 
FAMILY. TUESDAY THIS WEEK INFGRMED A LOCAL POLICE 

STATION SOMEWHERE OUTSIDE OF OSLO THAT THE FAMILY WILi ASK 
FOR POLITICAL ASYLUM. DIGERNES TOLO “AFTENPOSTEN™ THAT 
HIS CLIENT FOR THE TIME BEING OOES NOT WESH TO GO PUBLIC 
WITH HIS NAME. 


“THE COSTA RICAN CLAIMS HE HAS NQ PROTECTION IN HIS HOME a 
. COUNTRY,” THE ATTORNEY SAYS. ON AT LEAST ONE OCCASION, 

AN ATTEMPT WAS MADE ON HIS LIFE, AND IT WAS THIS INCIDENT 

THAT LED TO HIS WANTING TO ASK FOR ASYLUM IN NORWAY. HE 

ALSO CLAIMS THAT THE COSTA RICAN AUTHORITIES MAKE NO 

EFFORTS TO PROTECT HIM AND HIS FAMILY. THE ATTORNEY SAYS. 


THE COSTA RICAN IS SUPPOSED TO HAVE COME ACROSS INFORMA- 
TION RELATING TO THE CONFLICT IN NICARAGUA, ABOUT THE 
ATTEMPT ON EDEN PASTORA‘S LIFE, AND ABOUT AN ATTACK PLAN- 
NED AGAINST, AMONG OTHERS, THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR IN 
COSTA RICA. REPRESENTATIVES OF CIA AND HIGH RANKING 
QFFICIALS IN COSTA RICA ARE SUPPOSED TO HAVE SEEN INVOLVED 
IN THESE PLANS. MOST OF THIS INFORMATION IS SUPPOSED TO 
HAVE BEEN UNCOVERED BY THE AMERICAN TELEVISION PHOTOG- 
RAPHER TONY AVIRGAN AND HIS WIFE, WHO LIVE IN COSTA RICA. 
TONY AVIRGAN, WHO WAS WOUNDED IN THE ATTACK ON EDEN 
PASTORA, ACCOMPANIED THE COSTA RICAN FAMILY TO NORWAY. AND 
IS STILL HERE. 


THERE ARE NO VISA REQUIREMENTS FOR COSTA RICAN NATIONALS 
VISITING NORWAY. THE FAMILY CAME HERE ON THEIR REGULAR 
PASSPORTS AS TOURISTS, ANO AS SUCH CAN STAY HERE FOR 
THREE MONTHS. 


END TEXT. 


a icy acTToai sineten he e Ll 
\ GIVEN THE U.S. 

ANGLE IN THE CASE, EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INSIGHTS 

EMBASSY SAN JOSE MIGHT HAVE. WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO LEARN 

APPLICANT’S IDENTITY AND WILL PROVIDE THIS INFORMATION 

WHEN IT BECOMES AVAILABLE. 8ROWN 





END OF MESSAGE Banteay 
117208 
S _ 


[ee 








